
Covid-19 Alert Level Indicators and 
Thresholds 

 

1. ​NC Covid Dashboard 

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard 

● Scroll down to see the interactive County Case Map (as of January 23, 2021, 

Wake County has 892 new cases per 100,000 residents and 413 deaths for 

the previous 14 days).  

● Using the menu on the right, click on “​Cases Demographics​” 
(​https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/cases-demographics​) and scroll 

down to the 3rd graph to see the number of cases broken down by age 

(15-17 is the newest age range broken out and is very helpful for LSA). 

 

2. CDC Risk of Transmission Table 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicato

rs.html#thresholds 

● At 892 new cases per 100,000 residents, Wake County is well above the 

>200 threshold for the category of Highest Risk of Transmission in Schools. 
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3.  ​Harvard Global Health 
https://globalhealth.harvard.edu/path-to-zero-schools-achieving-pandemic-resilient

-teaching-and-learning-spaces/ 

● Scroll down to find the color-coded chart that explains why LSA, as a grades 

9-12 school, is not a priority for re-opening when Wake County is at the 

Orange risk level (as of January 16, 2021, Wake County is in the Orange risk 

level ​https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/county-alert-system​). 
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As of January 23, 2021, ​Wake County is at 61 new cases per 100,000 residents​. 
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4. LSA Covid-19 Decision Metrics 

 

 

 

 



 

January 23, 2021 Formula Example: 
County Alert System (Wake County--Orange): ​Substantial​ = 2 

Harvard Global Health Metrics (daily new cases per 100,000 residents): ​61​ = 1 

CDC Positivity Rate (14 day cases per 100,000 residents): ​892​ = 1 

 

[2  + 1 + 1(x2)] / 4 = 5 / 4 = ​1.25​ = ​Plan C 

 

Two likely ways to move from Plan C to Plan B would be:  

1. The CDC Positivity Rate would need to fall to less than 50 (currently ​892​). 
OR  

2. Harvard Global Health Metrics would need to fall below 10 (currently ​61​) 
AND​ the County Alert System (Wake County) would need to remain below 

the Critical level. 

 


